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Subject
Social Studies










Millennial Tech Middle School

Grade

_6_

	Unit Number
	Unit of study
	Calendar Dates
	Major content standard addressed
	Outcomes:

Students will be able to…..

Students will know…

	1


	Mapping skills and uncovering history
	Sept. 8-26
	Understanding the themes of geography and how to read maps as embedded in every unit.

Recognize that interpretations of history are subject to change as new information is uncovered.
	Students will be able to identify and correctly use:

Elements of a Map

Parallel lines and Lines of latitude

Hemispheres

Equator and Prime Meridian

Types of maps and their purpose

Continents

Major rivers, oceans and seas



	 2 


	Early Man
	Sept. 29-Oct. 17
	6.1 Students describe what is known through archaeological studies of the early physical and cultural development of humankind from the Paleolithic era to the agricultural revolution. 


	Describe the hunter-gatherer societies, including the development of tools and the use of fire. 

Identify the locations of human communities that populated the major regions of the world and describe how humans adapted to a variety of environments. 

Discuss the climatic changes and human modifications of the physical environment that gave rise to the domestication of plants and animals and new sources of clothing and shelter. 




	Unit Number
	Informal Assessments
	STEM Connections

Real-world Connections
	Instructional Technology Enhancements/Integration
	Culminating Assessments 

(Project-based/test based)

	1


	Maps (geography)

Class discussion.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development.
	Google Earth to explore world geography and local geography.

Understand the relationships of map projections and scale.

Understanding global positioning and the connection with shipping, aerospace and commercial aircraft navigation.

The principle of triangulation.
	Video clips on geography and mapping from United Streaming.

Promethean Planet library resources.

Power Point Presentations


	Create a map of the world that correctly identifies the elements outlined in the outcomes.

Create a landforms dictionary with illustrations.

End of unit test with multiple choice and fill-in the blank.



	2


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development.
	Make connections to scientific careers including underwater archaeology, anthropology, archaeology and cartography.

Explore the different scientific techniques such as carbon dating used to analyze fossils and human remains.
Explore domestication of plants and compare to practices to increase modern day food production.

	Video clips on early hominids and society.

Promethean library resources.

Internet research.

Power Point Presentations.
	Create a Power Point that includes the following topics:

· Evidence of early hominids with dates, locations and adaptations to environment.

· Domestication of animals.

· Domestication of plants.

· Daily life including clothing and shelters.

· Religious beliefs.

· Job specialization, surplus and trade connections
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___6_____

	Unit Number
	Unit of study
	Calendar Dates
	Major content standard addressed
	Outcomes:

Students will be able to…..

Students will know…

	3


	Mesopotamia and the Fertile Crescent
	Oct.20-Nov.14


	6.2 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Mesopotamia. 


	Locate and describe the major river systems and discuss the physical settings that supported permanent settlement and early civilizations. 

Trace the development of agricultural techniques that permitted the production of economic surplus and the emergence of cities as centers of culture and power. 

Understand the relationship between religion and the social and political order in Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

Know the significance of Hammurabi's Code.

	4


	Egypt


	Nov. 17-Dec. 19


	6.2 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Egypt and Kush. 


	Discuss the main features of Egyptian art and architecture. 

Describe the role of Egyptian trade in the eastern Mediterranean and Nile valley. 

Understand the significance of Queen Hatshepsut and Ramses the Great. 

Identify the location of the Kush civilization and describe its political, commercial, and cultural relations with Egypt. 

Trace the evolution of language and its written forms. 


	Unit Number
	Informal Assessments
	STEM Connections

Real-world Connections
	Instructional Technology Enhancements/Integration
	Culminating Assessments 
(Project-based/test based)

	3


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Socratic seminar.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development
	Inventions of Mesopotamia: 

· wheel,

· ziggurats

· sculpture using gold and silver.

 Early development of writing with a stylus to write cuneiform.


	Video clips of Ancient Mesopotamia, Babylon, Sumer and Hammurabi.

Promethean Planet library.

Primary source documents such as the Epic of Gilgamesh.
	Trace the development of writing over time from 3300 BC to 1800 BC. Scribe a passage.

Create a tablet with cuneiform writing.

End of unit exam containing multiple choice and matching questions.

	4


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development
	Construction of the  pyramids, temples, shadufs, and obelisks. 

A look at inventions such as the water clock.

Understanding the mummification process.

Trace the development of hieroglyphics over time.

Learn how Egyptians dealt with fractions.


	Video clips on pyramids, Ramses, Hatshepsut, burial practices, cuneiform, the Rosetta Stone.

Promethean library resources.

Internet research.

Primary source documents including the Rosetta Stone.

Web Quests.


	Complete a research project on approved topic and include a model of the chosen topic.

Optional:  Design and wear an Egyptian costume complete with shoes and make-up of the times.



Grade
___6_____

	Unit Number
	Unit of study
	Calendar Dates
	Major content standard addressed
	Outcomes:

Students will be able to…..

Students will know…

	5


	Judaism
	Jan. 5-30


	6.3 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the Ancient Hebrews. 

	Describe the origins and significance of Judaism as the first monotheistic religion based on the concept of one God who sets down moral laws for humanity. 

Identify the sources of the ethical teachings and central beliefs of Judaism (the Hebrew Bible, the Commentaries): belief in God, observance of law, practice of the concepts of righteousness and justice, and importance of study; and describe how the ideas of the Hebrew traditions are reflected in the moral and ethical traditions of Western civilization. 
Explain the significance of Abraham, Moses, Naomi, Ruth, David, and Yohanan ben Zaccai in the development of the Jewish religion. 

Discuss the locations of the settlements and movements of Hebrew peoples, including the Exodus and their movement to and from Egypt, and outline the significance of the Exodus to the Jewish and other people. 

Discuss how Judaism survived and developed despite the continuing dispersion of much of the Jewish population from Jerusalem and the rest of Israel after the destruction of the second Temple in A.D. 70. 



	6


	India/Hinduism/Buddhism


	Feb. 2-27


	6.5 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of India. 
	Locate and describe the major river system and discuss the physical setting that sup-ported the rise of this civilization. 

Discuss the significance of the Aryan invasions. 

Explain the major beliefs and practices of Brahmanism in India and how they evolved into early Hinduism. 

Outline the social structure of the caste system. 

Know the life and moral teachings of Buddha and how Buddhism spread in India, Ceylon, and Central Asia. 

Describe the growth of the Maurya Empire and the political and moral achievements of the emperor Asoka. 

Discuss important aesthetic and intellectual traditions (e.g., Sanskrit literature, including the Bhagavad Gita; medicine; metallurgy; and mathematics, including Hindu-Arabic numerals and the zero). 




	Unit Number
	Informal Assessments
	STEM Connections

Real-world Connections
	Instructional Technology Enhancements/Integration
	Culminating Assessments 
(Project-based/test based)

	5


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development
	Explore the scientific process involved in reconnecting the Dead Sea Scrolls through use of animal DNA and matching fibers.

Explore the excavation of Masada. 


	Video clips on the Ancient Hebrews and the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Promethean library resources.

Internet research.
	Create a scroll of 10 laws you consider to be of primary importance.

Venn Diagram project comparing Egypt and Ancient Israel or the laws of Judaism to the laws within the United States.

Socratic Seminar related to the long and short term effects of diaspora.

End of unit test.

	6


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Socratic seminar.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development
	Understand that India is a pioneer in metallurgy and the creation of alloys.

Note the Hindu-Arabic number system.

Learn about Indian astronomy and medical advances.

Explore early excavation sites along the Indus River.
	Video clips of Ancient India, Hinduism, Buddhism and Gandhi.

Promethean library resources.

Internet research.

Web Quests.
	Socratic Seminar on the implications of passive resistance and non-violent efforts to effect change in society.

Prepare a brochure on Indian civilization. Include:

· geography

· social structure and daily life

· inventions and achievements

· Hinduism

· Buddhism

· accomplishments





Grade
___6_____

	Unit Number
	Unit of study
	Calendar Dates
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	Outcomes:

Students will be able to…..

Students will know…

	7


	China
	Mar.2-20


	6.6 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of China. 


	Locate and describe the origins of Chinese civilization in the Huang-He Valley during the Shang Dynasty.
Explain the geographic features of China that made governance and the spread of ideas and goods difficult and served to isolate the country from the rest of the world. 

Know about the life of Confucius and the fundamental teachings of Confucianism and Taoism. 

Identify the political and cultural problems prevalent in the time of Confucius and how he sought to solve them. 

List the policies and achievements of the emperor Shi Huangdi in unifying northern China under the Qin Dynasty. 

Detail the political contributions of the Han Dynasty to the development of the imperial bureaucratic state and the expansion of the empire. 

Cite the significance of the trans-Eurasian "silk roads" in the period of the Han Dynasty and Roman Empire and their locations. 

Describe the diffusion of Buddhism northward to China during the Han Dynasty. 



	8


	Greece


	Mar. 30-May 1


	6.4 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Ancient Greece. 


	Discuss the connections between geography and the development of city-states in the region of the Aegean Sea, including patterns of trade and commerce among Greek city-states and within the wider Mediterranean region. 

Trace the transition from tyranny and oligarchy to early democratic forms of government and back to dictatorship in ancient Greece, including the significance of the invention of the idea of citizenship (e.g., from Pericles' Funeral Oration). 
State the key differences between Athenian, or direct, democracy and representative democracy. 

Explain the significance of Greek mythology to the everyday life of people in the region and how Greek literature continues to permeate our literature and language today, drawing from Greek mythology and epics, such as Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, and from Aesop's Fables. 
Outline the founding, expansion, and political organization of the Persian Empire. 

Compare and contrast life in Athens and Sparta, with emphasis on their roles in the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars. 

Trace the rise of Alexander the Great and the spread of Greek culture eastward and into Egypt. 

Describe the enduring contributions of important Greek figures in the arts and sciences (e.g., Hypatia, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Euclid, Thucydides). 




	Unit Number
	Informal Assessments
	STEM Connections

Real-world Connections
	Instructional Technology Enhancements/Integration
	Culminating Assessments 
(Project-based/test based)

	7


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Socratic seminar.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development
	Learn about Chinese inventions including fireworks, the use of bronze, acupuncture, the first seismograph, and sundial.

Learn about the excavation of the terra cotta soldiers.

Learn about the construction of the Great Wall.

Learn about the Yin/Yang symbol as a tool to determine the solstices and equinoxes. 
	Video clips on China, inventions and on the Great Wall.

Promethean library resources.

Internet research.

Power Points
	Design Emperor’s Robe.

Power Point comparing on China that includes:

· Daoism, Confucianism, and Legalism.

· Impact of geography

· Inventions

· Daily life

· Dynastic rule

· Literature 



	8


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Socratic seminar.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development
	Design project using  the Golden Ratio.

Mathematics of the Golden Ratio.

Study famous mathematicians and scientists.

Explore inventions and technology of the times.

Explore Euclidean geometry, domes, and astronomy/Greek myths.
	Video clips on Ancient Greece, Alexander the Great, the Persians, the Architecture, the Golden Ratio.

Promethean library resources.

Internet research.

Web Quests.

Cameras.
	2 Golden Ratio design projects from selection:

· math concept related

· art concept related

· photo collection 

· physical scale models

Mural of Ancient Greece with buildings and people.

Socratic discussion on direct versus indirect democracy as linked to decisions made by our founding fathers under the Constitution of the United States.
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	9


	Roman Republic

Roman Empire

Rome and Christianity and Christianity
	May 4-June
	6.7 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures during the development of Rome. 


	Identify the location and describe the rise of the Roman Republic, including the importance of such mythical and historical figures as Aeneas, Romulus and Remus, Cincinnatus, Julius Caesar, and Cicero. 

Describe the government of the Roman Republic and its significance (e.g., written constitution and tripartite government, checks and balances, civic duty). 

Identify the location of and the political and geographic reasons for the growth of Roman territories and expansion of the empire, including how the empire fostered economic growth through the use of currency and trade routes. 

Discuss the influence of Julius Caesar and Augustus in Rome's transition from republic to empire. 

Trace the migration of Jews around the Mediterranean region and the effects of their conflict with the Romans, including the Romans' restrictions on their right to live in Jerusalem. 

Note the origins of Christianity in the Jewish Messianic prophecies, the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as described in the New Testament, and the contribution of St. Paul the Apostle to the definition and spread of Christian beliefs (e.g., belief in the Trinity, resurrection, salvation). 

Describe the circumstances that led to the spread of Christianity in Europe and other Roman territories. 

Discuss the legacies of Roman art and architecture, technology and science, literature, language, and law. 




	10

(Optional)

	Inventors and Inventions

 (Optional)
	Presentations due the last week of school.
	Students analyze the inventions that impacted geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures development of ancient civilizations studied this year.
	Students analyze the inventions that were produced throughout the course of the year.

Students look and the accomplishments of mathematicians and scientists of ancient times and note their influence on today’s society.





	Unit Number
	Informal Assessments
	STEM Connections

Real-world Connections
	Instructional Technology Enhancements/Integration
	Culminating Assessments 
(Project-based/test based)

	9


	Maps (geography)

Charts for main idea and details

Class discussion.

Socratic seminar.

Notes from videos.

Keep interactive notebook.

Exit Pass Writings on main themes and individuals.

Concept Maps on inter-relationships and connectivity of themes.

Answer questions.

Vocabulary development
	A look at the excavation of and the eruption Pompeii. 

Understanding the combined efforts of many different types of scientists to determine the sequence of events.
A comparison of the ancient aqueduct system to the modern day aqueduct between northern and southern California.

Explore the technology behind vaulted  intersecting ceilings.
	Video clips.

Promethean library resources.

Internet research.

Power Points.
	Create a world time line that includes annotations, illustrations and dates of the major inventions of ancient civilization.

Analyze the reasons for the fall of Rome. Present findings via a poster, Power Point, Comic Life or oral presentation.



	10 (opt)


	N/A
	A look at the major inventions and inventors of ancient times.
	Internet research.
	Students present a 3-5 First Person Speech in which they present information on an inventor or invention from one of the ancient civilizations studied this year. Must have a costume and use a prop.



